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The Current Situation of 

the ICC in a Comparative 

Perspective

0
5

The establishment of the International Criminal Court (ICC) has been described 

as one of the most important events in international law since the creation of the 

United Nations. Legal obligations to prosecute those responsible for serious inter-

national crimes were long considered an unrealistic objective. However, from the 

mid-1990s, several international tribunals with a special focus were established, 

for example, the UN tribunals for the Former Yugoslavia and Rwanda. In 2002, 

the Rome Statute of the ICC entered into force, and soon more than 120 countries 

had ratif ied it .  Today, the ICC experiences considerably less support and instead 

receives much crit icism from victims, governments and academics. It is , amongst 

others, portrayed as too slow, too expensive and biased.

What has happened to the previous excitement for the Court? Is the ICC in an 

existential crisis and in need of substantial reforms – or does the crit icism from 

different actors simply il lustrate that the ICC has an extremely diff icult mandate 

to deliver?

This two-day conference will examine the current state of affairs and ask ques-

tions about responsibil ity and the way forward. The meeting will convene the 

leading Danish experts and practit ioners on the subject matter and benefit from 

the input by a senior ICC judge and a number of leading international ICC scholars .  



	

Registration	

Thursday 27 Feb. 2020 

Welcome 

Keynote: “Is the ICC in a crisis?”

S O F I E  R O S E ,  T H E  D A N I S H  F O R E I G N  P O L I C Y  S O C I E T Y  A A R H U S

M A R T I N  M E N N E C K E ,  U N I V E R S I T Y  O F  S O U T H E R N  D E N M A R K

J U D G E  M A R C  P E R R I N  D E  B R I C H A M B A U T,  2 N D  V I C E - P R E S I D E N T  O F  T H E

I N T E R N AT I O N A L  C R I M I N A L  C O U R T

Discussion

V I N C E N T  K E AT I N G ,  U N I V E R S I T Y  O F  S O U T H E R N  D E N M A R K

M A R I E K E  D E  H O O N ,  V R I J E  U N I V E R S I T Y  A M S T E R D A M

Q & A with the audience

M O D E R A T E D  B Y 

C H A R L O T T E  F L I N D T  P E D E R S E N ,  D I R E C T O R  AT  T H E  D A N I S H  F O R E I G N 

Lunch break

Who is responsible for the crisis of the court?

1 ) 	 T H E  R O L E  O F  T H E  J U D G E S  O F  T H E  C O U R T 

	 A S T R I D  K J E L D G A A R D - P E D E R S E N ,  U N I V E R S I T Y  O F  C O P E N H A G E N

2 ) 	 T H E  R O L E  O F  G R E A T  P O W E R S  I N S I D E  T H E  C O U R T  

	 T H O M A S  O B E L  H A N S E N ,  U L S T E R  U N I V E R S I T Y

Q & A with the audience

M O D E R A T E D  B Y 

D A V I D  K E N D A L ,  D A N I S H  M I N I S T R Y  O F  F O R E I G N  A F F A I R S 

Coffee break

10:00 - 10:15	

10:15 - 10:20	

10:20 - 10:50	

10:50 - 11:10	

11:10 - 12:00	

12:00 - 13:00	

13:00 - 13:45	

13:45 - 14:30	

14:30 - 14:50	
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Thursday 27 Feb. 2020 

Coffee break

Concluding reflections for day 1

J U D G E  M A R C  P E R R I N  D E  B R I C H A M B A U T,  2 N D  V I C E - P R E S I D E N T  O F  T H E 

I N T E R N AT I O N A L  C R I M I N A L  C O U R T

F R E D E R I K  H A R H O F F,  U N I V E R S I T Y  O F  S O U T H E R N  D E N M A R K

M O D E R A T E D  B Y 

S O F I E  R O S E ,  T H E  D A N I S H  F O R E I G N  P O L I C Y  S O C I E T Y  A A R H U S

Conference dinner for speakers and organisers 

		   

What lessons, if any, can or should the ICC learn from Africa? 

1 ) 	 A F R I C A  A N D  T H E  B A C K L A S H  A G A I N S T  T H E  I N T E R N A T I O N A L 

	 C R I M I N A L  C O U R T

	 L I N E  E N G B O  G I S S E L ,  R O S K I L D E  U N I V E R S I T Y

Q & A with the audience

M O D E R A T E D  B Y 

M A R T I N  M E N N E C K E ,  U N I V E R S I T Y  O F  S O U T H E R N  D E N M A R K

2 ) 	 T H E  H A B R E  T R I A L  –  A N  E X E M P L A R Y  A F R I C A N  S U C C E S S  S T O R Y ? 

	 K E R S T I N  C A R L S O N ,  U N I V E R S I T Y  O F  S O U T H E R N  D E N M A R K

14:50 - 15:35	

15:35 - 16:20	

16:20 - 16:40	

16:40 - 17:30	

19:00 	
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Friday 28 Feb. 2020 

Concluding reflections: What is the way forward for the ICC and the fight 

against impunity? 

What lessons, if any, can or should the ICC learn from other crises of 

International Criminal Justice in Europe? 	

1 ) 	 T H E  I N T E R N A T I O N A L  C R I M I N A L  T R I B U N A L  F O R  T H E  F O R M E R  Y U G O S L A V I A 

	 C H R I S T I A N  A X B O E  N I E L S E N ,  A A R H U S  U N I V E R S I T Y

Q & A with the audience

Coffee break

2 ) 	 T H E  K O S O V O  T R I B U N A L  

	 M A J  G R A S T E N ,  C O P E N H A G E N  B U S I N E S S  S C H O O L

M O D E R A T E D  B Y 

V I N C E N T  K E AT I N G ,  U N I V E R S I T Y  O F  S O U T H E R N  D E N M A R K

What lessons, if any, can or should the ICC learn from other crises of 

International Criminal Justice in Asia?

1 ) 	 T H E  E X T R A O R D I N A R Y  C H A M B E R S  I N  T H E  C O U R T  O F  C A M B O D I A  

	 E L L E N  S T E N S R U D ,  N O R W E G I A N  C E N T R E  F O R  H O L O C A U S T  A N D                

          M I N O R I T Y  S T U D I E S

2 ) 	 M Y A N M A R  A N D  S Y R I A

	 M A R I E K E  D E  H O O N ,  V R I J E  U N I V E R S I T Y  A M S T E R D A M

Q & A with the audience

M O D E R A T E D  B Y 

S O F I E  R O S E ,  T H E  D A N I S H  F O R E I G N  P O L I C Y  S O C I E T Y  A A R H U S 

09:15 - 10:00	

10:00 - 10:45	

10:45 - 11:05	

11:05 - 11:45	

11:45 - 12:15	

12:15 - 13:00	

Coffee and tea09:00 - 09:15	

J A K O B  V .  H .  H O LT E R M A N N ,  U N I V E R S I T Y  O F  C O P E N H A G E N 

M A R T I N  M E N N E C K E ,  U N I V E R S I T Y  O F  S O U T H E R N  D E N M A R K 

M O D E R A T E D  B Y 

C H A R L O T T E  F L I N D T  P E D E R S E N ,  D I R E C T O R ,  T H E  D A N I S H  F O R E I G N 

P O L I C Y  S O C I E T Y
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Venue Address

G o d s b a n e n  S k o v g a a r d s g a d e  3 , 

E n t r a n c e  3 A ,  8 0 0 0  A a r h u s

 D e n m a r k

Registration

P l e a s e  r e g i s t e r  y o u r  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  a t  t h i s 

l i n k  b y  t h e  2 6 t h  o f  F e b r u a r y  2 0 2 0

Contact

I f  y o u  h a v e  a n y  q u e s t i o n s  p l e a s e  c a l l  o r  w r i t e 

C h a r l o t t e  F l i n d t  P e d e r s e n

+ 4 5  2 9  2 9  8 2  8 6  /  f l i n d t @ u d e n r i g s . d k 

o r 

S o f i e  R o s e

s o f i e 1 7 0 2 @ g m a i l . c o m   

https://udenrigs.dk/arrangementer/conference-on-the-international-criminal-court-in-crisis/

